A phase II study of cisplatin plus methotrexate with folinic acid rescue in metastatic or locally recurrent transitional cell carcinoma of the urothelium.
34 patients with metastatic or recurrent transitional cell carcinoma (TCC) of the urothelium were treated with cisplatin 100 mg/m2 plus methotrexate 250 mg/m2 with folinic acid rescue every 3 weeks. A response rate of 55% was achieved with two complete and 15 partial responses in 31 evaluable patients. The overall median survival was 7 months, 9 months for responding and 4 months for non-responding patients. Toxicity was generally moderate. However, 1 patient with previous infectious problems died of neutropenic sepsis. Overall, 83% of the scheduled doses of cisplatin and 96% of the scheduled doses of methotrexate were given. In conclusion, this schedule of the combination of cisplatin and methotrexate did not improve response rate or survival compared with previous studies of this two-drug combination.